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NEWSLETTER FOR THE TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE

GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR
Dear Neighbors,
It is an honor to have been elected to the Town Council and to
have the privilege of serving our community as Mayor of the
Town for the coming year. I will work to enhance the
opportunities for involvement and participation by all of you so
that we can work together to achieve our common goals – to
protect our natural resources, to promote a sense of
community spirit through neighborhood activities, to improve
and enhance our public services, to promote better
communications within the Town, to work collectively to
monitor and address developments in the larger community
that may impact the Town, and to continue to implement our
new building rules within the Town.
We are fortunate to live in a place in which the residents have
an astounding array of talents, backgrounds and interests.
Whether by volunteering to join one of our standing
Committees (my letter requesting your involvement is included
in this edition of the Forecast) or by signing up to attend or
host or speak at a community event (such as the garden tour
described in this edition of the Forecast), you can make a real
contribution to our community.
Many thanks to all of you who have participated in and
attended Town events. We hope to see you all this year again.
We encourage those who did not have time to partake last
year to get involved this year in whatever way you can.
Whether through activities for the young and seniors or
through committee projects – we hope you will have a chance
to get to know the community better and to share your ideas
with us. I look forward to seeing you and hearing from you in
the coming months.
Very truly yours,
Kathy Strom
Mayor
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PUBLIC HEARING ON CHANGES TO PERMIT AND BOND FEES
June 11, 2008, 7 p.m., Town Hall
At its June 11 meeting, the Town Council will hold a public hearing on several changes to the
Town’s permit and bond fees. The Town Manager has recommended several new and adjusted
fees, outlined below, to reflect changes to Town regulations and actual costs to process permit
applications.
The following changes are proposed:
• Accessory building, deck, pool construction/alteration permit: This consolidates two
previously separate permits. The construction fee is currently $50, while the alteration fee
is $30. The Town Manager proposes to set both fees at $50, which reflects actual
administrative costs in processing both types of permits.
• Right-of-way disturbance permit: This is a new permit that replaces the curb cut permit.
The fee of $50 would not change.
• Dumpster/container permit only: This fee is currently $10, which does not accurately reflect
actual administrative costs of processing the permit. The Town Manager proposes to set
this fee at $25.
• Building permit amendment (buildings): Currently there is no fee for this permit. The Town
Manager proposes to set the fee at $100 to reflect actual administrative costs.
• Building permit amendment (fence or wall): Currently there is no fee for this permit. The
Town Manager proposes to set this fee at $25 to reflect actual administrative costs.
• Right-of-way disturbance bond: This is a new bond that replaces the curb cut bond. The
fee would not change.
Residents are invited to attend the June 11 public hearing and provide their opinions on the new
and revised permit and bond fees. Following public comments, the Council may adopt the
resolution. Please call the Town Office at 301-654-7144 with any questions.

COUNCIL TO DISCUSS REMOVAL OF SIGNAGE ALONG CONNECTICUT AVENUE

June 11, 2008, 7 p.m., Town Hall
At its June 11 meeting, the Town Council will discuss whether to remove the “Restricted
Access” to Wisconsin Avenue signs on Town streets intersecting Connecticut Avenue.
In addition to installing 25 mph signs at all entry points to the Town, the Town’s consulting
engineer has recommended removing the “Restricted Access” to Wisconsin Avenue signs on
the streets that intersect Connecticut Avenue. According to the Town’s engineer, “these signs
(mostly near Connecticut Avenue) have probably outlived their usefulness as an informational
tool and are no longer needed to restrain non-local traffic flow. Removing them will reduce sign
clutter and improve the effectiveness of the new speed limit signs.” At its November 2007
meeting, the Public Services Committee agreed with the engineer’s entry signage
recommendation but tabled discussion of removing the restricted access signs.
Residents are invited to attend the June 11 meeting, when Council will discuss this issue and to
submit any comments to the Town Office or by e-mail, townoffice@townofchevychase.org.
The FORECAST is published monthly by the Town of Chevy Chase, 4301 Willow Lane, Chevy Chase, MD
20815; e-mail: townoffice@townofchevychase.org; phone: 301-654-7144; fax: 301/718-9631. Kathy Strom,
Editor. Copies are mailed to all Town residents. The Town Council meets in open session the second
Wednesday of each month in the Town Hall unless otherwise announced. All residents are invited to attend.

2

BUILDING REGULATIONS ORDINANCE IN EFFECT
At the conclusion of its April 16 special meeting, the Town Council voted unanimously to adopt a
new building regulations ordinance. The ordinance became effective on May 17, 2008. Using
new tools such as height restrictions, the ordinance is intended to promote compatible building
within the Town and to address concerns arising from out-of-scale construction. Council
adoption of the ordinance followed Committee review and analysis, numerous public meetings
and hearings, and extensive public comment
The highlight of the new building regulations ordinance is a single Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 0.5
for all properties. A FAR relates the square footage of a house to the square footage of its lot.
As an example, an 8000 square foot lot with a 0.5 FAR would allow construction of 4000 square
feet.
The other provisions of the final ordinance are:
• Every lot in Town, no matter how small, may build up to 3000 square feet.
• For lots over 12,000 square feet, the buildable floor area ratio is 6000 square feet plus 0.25
times the amount of lot square footage over 12,000 square feet.
• For existing homes, attic and basement/cellar space is not counted in gross floor area.
• For new houses and additions, new attic space is counted in gross floor area.
• For new houses and additions, basement/cellar space is not counted in gross floor area.
• 240 square feet of an accessory building are exempt from gross floor area.
• No wall plane length shall be greater than 34 feet without an offset of at least 2 feet deep
and 5 feet long on the front, sides and rear of a house.
• No wall plane height shall be greater than 36 feet.
• Maximum house height is reduced so that it is two feet less than County limits unless the
houses on the block are higher when an established building height may be used. If the
height of an existing main building exceeds the height limits specified in the ordinance, an
addition shall not exceed the height of the main building.
• Non-vegetative surfaces in front yards are limited to 35% of the front yard. The border
streets of East-West Highway, Connecticut Avenue and Bradley Lane are exempt from this
provision.
• Driveways may be no more than 10 feet wide from the street to the front building line.
Driveways may be wider past the front building line. The border streets of East-West
Highway, Connecticut Avenue and Bradley Lane are exempt from this provision. A driveway
that is wider than ten (10) feet as of May 17, 2008 may be replaced or repaired provided
that the driveway width is not increased.
• Only one 9 foot wide door for a front loading garage is allowed.
• Front loading garages shall be set back or forward a minimum of 3 feet.

The Town continues to offer the FAR Calculation Program. Upon request, the Town’s zoning
consultant will calculate the estimated FAR of your existing home and the maximum buildable
floor area allowed under the ordinance. A sign-up sheet is available in the Town Office or on
the Town website, www.townofchevychase.org.
Summary information describing the Town building regulations can be obtained at the Town’s
website at www.townofchevychase.org or in the Town Office. If you have questions about the
ordinance or need additional assistance, please call the Town Office at 301-654-7144.

3

TOWN TOPICS
DEDICATION IN HONOR OF MIER WOLF
The Town Council would like your input on how best to honor Mier Wolf for his volunteer service to the
Town. Mier served on the Town Council for 24 years, nine of those years as Mayor. Although his
contributions to the Town are too numerous to name, a few include his role in partnering with
Montgomery County to construct the Leland Center and later to add the Town Hall, advocating to open
the Capital Crescent Trail and later to open the tunnel under Wisconsin Avenue and build the trestle at
Jones Mill Road, and testifying before State and County Governments to prevent the proposed Purple
Line from destroying the trail. Please e-mail your suggestions to townoffice@townofchevychase.org.

STORM DRAIN RENOVATION PROJECT UPDATE FROM MONTGOMERY COUNTY
The storm drain renovation work on Chatham Road will be completed within the next ten days (weather
permitting). The crew sweeps the work site daily--often hourly to minimize dust. The crew cannot wash
the road as it will create muddy, unsafe conditions for motorists, pedestrians, and construction workers.
The work site would be unworkable if the crew were to hose it down daily or even periodically.
There are approximately four months of work left on Meadow Lane, and Blackthorn, Leland, and
Woodbine Streets.
We will update the progress of the project on the Town website,
www.townofchevychase.org.
The work on East Avenue will resume after Washington Gas relocates a gas main. Washington Gas has
not given a definite date when the work will occur, but this project has been in the cue for six weeks.
Residents continue to be very patient with the delay. When the work is completed, it will be a major
improvement to the Town’s storm drain system.
The storm drain improvements are in response to the Town's request and Montgomery County looks
forward to a safe, proper, and speedy completion of the project.

WSSC WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PROJECT UPDATE
WSSC has completed the replacement of the water main on Leland Street. The crews will be replacing
the water mains on 46th Street, Willow Lane between 46th and 47th Street and 47th Street. The temporary
water service has already been installed for these residents. WSSC hopes this portion of the project will
be completed in six weeks, weather permitting. The Town thanks residents for continuing to be patient
and cooperative during this project.

SECURITY FOR OUR SENIORS
To provide another layer of security for our senior residents, we encourage you to check on your
neighbors and report any suspicious activity you observe to the Montgomery County police at 301-270800 (non-emergency number) and 911 (emergency number).

FIFTY-SEVEN NEW TREES IN TOWN RIGHTS-OF-WAY
In early May, the Town successfully completed the planting of 57 new trees in Town rights-of-way. This
completes the spring tree planning project for FY08 . The next planting will be in the fall. If you would like
a tree planted at your address, please e-mail the Town office at townoffice@townofchevychase.org.

LELAND CENTER PLAYGROUND TO BE RENOVATED THIS FALL
Responding to the concerns of many Town residents about the state of the Leland Center
playground, planning is underway for its renovation. In mid-May, over 30 parents and their
children attended meetings sponsored by the Town's Public Services Committee to provide
input for the new playground design. The renovation, funded by the Montgomery County
Department of Parks, will completely replace the existing playground equipment, providing a
new safe place for children up to age 12 to play, in addition to the existing tennis and basketball
courts. Installation of the new equipment is expected to occur this fall. Please contact Susan
Milner (susanreynolds@hotmail.com) or Anjali Prakash (anjali.prakash@comcast.net) of the
Committee or the Town Office for more information.
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MONTHLY REMINDERS
COMMUNITY SPIRIT – HOST A BLOCK PARTY
The list of block parties continues to grow as more and more neighbors realize that this is a great way to
get to know each other and create a stronger sense of community. If your block has not hosted a block
party and would like to give it a try, call the Town staff (301-654-7144) to find out how to get started.
Once your block has hosted the first party, you will want to make it an annual tradition.

TOWN CRIER KEEPS RESIDENTS INFORMED
Residents are invited to join the “Town Crier,” the Town’s e-mail alert system. To subscribe, please visit
the Town’s website. The purpose of this notification system is to keep residents informed of timely Town
news and information.

“TOWN NEIGHBORS” LISTSERVE COMPLEMENTS “TOWN CRIER” ALERTS
If you would like to join the e-mail forum called “Town Neighbors” to post messages about local events,
exchange information about service providers and discuss Town issues, contact Susan Goodman at
susangoodman@worldnet.att.net. “Town Neighbors” is not affiliated with the Town.

NEW RESIDENT INFORMATION PACKETS
The Town staff will be happy to provide new residents with a packet of information about the Town.
Please give us a call at 301-654-7144 or e-mail townofffice@townofchevychase.org to request that we
drop the packet to your house. We also invite new residents to stop by the office to pick up the packets.
The Town website, www.townofchevychase.org, is another great source of Town information.

COMPLAINT/COMPLIMENT FORM ONLINE
If you have a complaint or compliment about a Town service or program, please complete the electronic
form on the Town website, www.townofchevychase.org. The form provides a way for us to track issues
and to make improvements to Town services and programs.

THE MVA IS ON A ROLL!
Reminder:
MVA On Wheels will be in Friendship Heights, Monday, June 30, 10am to 2pm
The MVA on Wheels will be set up at the intersection of North Park Avenue and Friendship Heights
Boulevard near the Friendship Heights Village Center. The mobile unit is usually in front of the Village
Office on the fourth Monday of each month. (This month it is the third Monday.) For details of the
services offered at the MVA on Wheels, call the MVA at 1-800-950-1682.

RECYCLE COMPACT FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS (CFL) IN THE TOWN OFFICE
Have you wondered where to recycle CFL bulbs? We have a collection box for the bulbs in the Town
office. Just drop them by, and we will make sure the bulbs are recycled properly

PLANNED CONSTRUCTION AT THE CHEVY CHASE CLUB
The Chevy Chase Club plans to replace pools and tennis courts located just south of Bradley Lane near
the Connecticut Avenue end of the street. This major construction project is scheduled to start in
September 2008 and to finish in May 2009 with construction hours of 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The primary
construction entrance will be located on Bradley Lane between Maple Avenue and Hillcrest Place and
there will be a flagman at all times during construction hours. Most trucks are expected to arrive and to
depart from the site entrance on Bradley Lane from Wisconsin Avenue, though some are also expected to
go down Connecticut Avenue. The Club reports that it has met with residents facing the construction
area on Bradley Lane. The Town is consulting with the Club so we can keep Town residents informed
about the construction plans and to minimize the impact on residents to the extent possible with a
particular focus on truck traffic planned for Bradley Lane and Connecticut Avenue. Please contact
Councilmember David Lublin at dlublin@townofchevychase.org or the Town Office if you have any
comments you would like to express regarding this project.
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THROUGH THE GARDEN GATE
On Sunday, June 8, several of our most enthusiastic gardeners will open their gardens to you
from 2 to 5 p.m. We hope you will visit the following gardens. Just enter the gardens through
the garden gates. The resident gardener will greet you and give you a brief introduction to the
garden. Refreshments will be served along the way.
4136 Leland Street
Marcy and Arthur Forrest
The Forrest Home, affectionately referred to as “The Bear House,” was purchased by Marcy and Arthur
fourteen years ago. Marcy was instantly attracted to the tiered frontal presentation even though the
property was a tangle of overgrown ivy and root balls so large they seemed prehistoric. The back yard
was a deep bamboo forest that rose high above the house. Marcy’s pride is the spring bloom of over 600
tulips in the front and rear gardens, Iris, Peonies, Casablanca and Stargazer lilies. In recent years, the
Forrests decided to vacation at home, installing a pond-like swimming pool and landscaping to
compliment the setting.

3919 Aspen Street
Lynne and John List
After the youngest of List’s three daughters went to college, they “remodeled” their yard. Out went the
“kids” playing fields of flat surfaces covered with grass. In came pathways, a large tiered deck, a small
pond, a hammock and a wide variety of bushes, trees, flowers, herbs and vegetables. They recently
added a “dry creek” to the front hill.

6700 Connecticut Avenue
Frederica and Charles Johnson
The Johnsons are looking forward to Town residents visiting their garden. Frederica went on last year's
Town garden tour and enjoyed seeing other gardens so much that she decided to offer their garden to the
tour this year. Frederica looks forward to meeting other amateur gardeners and exchanging ideas.
Frederica bought the house new in 1980. She has loved it for all of the 28 years she has been here. It
has taken her all of those years to develop the garden she now has. At first there was a sandbox and
swings for young children. She took down the children's playthings when they grew up and replaced
them slowly with the Japanesque garden that you see today. The present pond with bridge and eight fish
was enlarged three times. Advice to prospective pond people, think large to begin with.

4305 Elm Street
Kathleen Williams
Kathleen’s introduction to her garden is…”My garden is a surprise!” She continues…”Elm Street was
developed around 1927. The developer ended up building his own house three doors down on Oakridge
Lane, I think, because he became enamored of our ravine. He took the trouble to terrace the ravine as it
sloped so steeply down to the stream before rising into the embankment of what was then the B&O rail
road to Georgetown, but is now the Capital Crescent Trail. We purchased the house in 1951 because of
the swimming pool shared by neighbors with three children the same ages as ours. Now, more than fifty
plus years later, I am still here, still held by the magic of our ravine. Since I sought professional help
(Eleanor Hillgeist – she likes to work with older ladies in the garden) about three years ago, the garden
has truly blossomed into the garden of my dreams! Come visit!”

SLEEP OVER IN NORWOOD PARK ON JUNE 7 - BRING YOUR TENT!
Bring your tents, blankets, flashlights, guitars, singing voice, pot luck dinner, and stories to the first ever
Neighborhood Sleep Over in Norwood Park. We'll have a fun camping adventure geared mostly to
younger kids and their parents. Adult supervision required.
• Date: Saturday June 7, 2008
• 7:30-8:30 - Sing along, stories, etc.
• 5:30 p.m. - arrive to pitch your tent.
• 8:45 - 9:00 - Firefly chasing.
• 6:30p.m. - Pot luck
• 9:00 - lights out and quiet
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HERE COMES THE SUN!!! The Town goes SOLAR!
If you are walking on Stanford Street between Oakridge and East, turn your face away
from the bright spring sun and notice – what are THOSE? You are looking at Ketch
Ryan’s new solar energy system. On an average day, her photovoltaic solar panels
provide most of her electrical needs. On a really clear sunny day her solar system can
provide more energy than she needs, and she can have the immense satisfaction of
watching her electric meter run backwards as the surplus electricity is sold back to
Pepco.
Ketch, the first resident of the Town to
go solar, based her decision to install
a solar system on a combination of
factors. As a former EPA employee
and dedicated environmentalist, she
wanted to reduce her carbon footprint
as much as possible. But financial
considerations were important too,
and she chose a system that made
good business sense. Ketch did her
homework and learned that a
combination of federal and state tax
credits and grants could significantly
reduce her up-front costs, and the sale of renewable energy credits and excess power
would make the investment even more attractive. She considers the solar system a
significant capital asset to her house, plus she feels great knowing that she will be
shielded from rapidly increasing energy costs and will have the potential to keep the
refrigerator going and a few lights on if there is a power outage.

Solar Saturday on June 14th -- Get a Free Solar Evaluation
If you are interested in putting a solar system on your house, or are about to
replace your old shingle roof, contact Ketch Ryan. She and Kirk Renaud, a Town
resident with similar interests and significant energy/business expertise have started a
community initiative called Common Cents Solar. Their goal is to help Town residents
install solar systems by maximizing tax and grant incentives, and minimizing costs
through bulk solar panel and installation purchasing. They are exploring options such
as solar hot water panels and solar electric systems, including some that look like
traditional roof shingles. Common Cents Solar is organizing a Town solar day for the
14th of June during which any homeowner who wants to know if their house would be
suitable for solar can get a free evaluation. If you would like to add your house to the
list of homes to be evaluated, please visit the website, CommonCentsSolar.org,
complete the solar interest survey and deliver it to Ketch or Kirk, or the Town Office.
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JOIN US FOR A BRAINSTORMING MEETING ON JUNE 12
Reducing the Town’s Carbon Footprint
In 2006 the Town agreed to participate in the U.S. Mayors’ Climate Protection
Agreement and to work to take steps to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions. In order
to meet these goals, the Town’s Climate Protection Committee is working to develop a
Climate Action Plan. What do you think the Town should do to reduce our impact on
global warming? Please come to an open meeting on June 12 in the Town Hall to
share your creative ideas for reducing the Town’s carbon footprint. The Climate
Protection Committee is preparing some background materials and sample proposals to
prime the pump. Dessert and coffee will be served at 7 PM. Please come and be ready
to work starting at 7:30.
Please call or email Judy McGuire at
judithsmcguire@gmail.com or the Town Office if you would like to receive any of the
materials in advance or if you have are any questions.

TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE GREENHOUSE GAS ASSESSMENT
Judith McGuire, Chair, Climate Protection Committee
The first step in the Town’s efforts to reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is to estimate our
current carbon footprint using a greenhouse gas assessment. This assessment, presented in draft on
April 27 at the Town Hall, collected data from the County, Town, PEPCO, town contractors, the
institutions in town, the 2000 Census, and respondents to the Town Greenhouse Gas Survey. Household
data were analyzed using an online household carbon dioxide calculator from the Department of Energy,
and other fuel and energy data were converted to carbon impacts using standard conversion factors. The
results, summarized below, will be used as background as we develop a Climate Action Plan.
The GHG assessment attempted to estimate all the emissions from buildings (homes, Chevy Chase
Elementary School, the Leland Center and the National 4H center), vehicles (private and Town vehicles),
town operations (streetlights, trash collection, etc.), and the effects of changes in land use (primarily loss
of green space and changes in the tree canopy). It did not estimate the CO2 generated by outsiders who
come to town, (such as from buses at the school
and 4H Center, outsiders’ driving to and through
Chart 1. Greenhouse Gas Emissions by Source
town). Nor did it measure the CO2 impacts of
residents’ purchasing and consumption decisions
or activities away from the town (except for their
private vehicle usage). The study also did not
Govt Operat ions
estimate the carbon dioxide emissions from lawn
Inst it ut ions
1%
10%
care or from air travel by residents because of lack
of data.
Land Use Changes
1%

The study estimates that each resident in Chevy
Chase generates approximately 9.5 tons of CO2
per year. This is a conservative estimate given
what was omitted.
About two-thirds of the
emissions come from energy use in homes (Chart
1), of which almost two-thirds come from heating
and air conditioning (Chart 2). One quarter of the
Town’s greenhouse gas emissions result from
private vehicle use and 10% derives from the
three institutional buildings in Town (CCES,
Leland Center, 4H).

Privat e Vehicles
24%

Homes
64%
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June 2008
Dear Resident:
As you begin to think about the coming year in the Town, the Town Council encourages you
to consider volunteering to serve on a Town Committee. In July, I will appoint, with the
advice of the Town Council, nine residents to serve on each of the Town’s five standing
committees for a period of one year. The terms will begin in September 2008.
Following is a list of the five standing committees, including a short description of each, and
the Councilmember who will be serving as the liaison:
•
•
•
•
•

Community Relations: Encourages a strong sense of neighborliness through
community activities and communications; Kathy Strom, Council Liaison
Environment: Promotes the Town as a good steward of its natural resources through
innovative environmental initiatives; Rob Enelow, Council Liaison
Land Use: Guides building and redevelopment through the use of available planning
tools; Linna Barnes, Council Liaison
Long-Range Planning: Identifies emerging issues that require longer-term planning
and analysis; David Lublin, Council Liaison
Public Services: Advocates high-quality Town programs and services for our
residents; Al Lang, Council Liaison

If you are interested in volunteering, please submit a letter of interest to the Town Office by
June 30, 2008. Your correspondence may be submitted by mail or e-mail and should
include your name, address, telephone number, e-mail address and a few sentences about
why you would like to serve on a specific committee.
In addition to the committees, residents are appointed to serve on various boards which
include: the Town’s Water Board, Election Board and Tree Ordinance Board; the Bethesda
and Chevy Chase Fire Boards; and the Montgomery County Police Advisory Board, District
1. The length of these appointments is determined by each individual board. Also,
residents are asked to serve on ad hoc committees such as the Climate Protection
Committee. As these appointments become available, we will include a notice in the
FORECAST and on the Town website.
The Town’s goal is to involve as many residents as possible in Town affairs, so we hope
you will consider applying to serve on a Committee to help lead the Town through another
exciting year of challenge and change. We look forward to hearing from you soon.
In closing, the Council would like to extend a special thanks to all of you who served on a
committee during the past year. Your time and talents are an invaluable resource for the
Town.
Sincerely,

Kathy Strom
Kathy Strom
Mayor

2008 ELECTION RESULTS
KATHY STROM, DAVID LUBLIN AND AL LANG ELECTED
KATHY STROM SELECTED AS MAYOR
A record-breaking 970 residents voted in the 2008 Town Election on May 6. Kathy Strom,
David Lublin and Al Lang were elected to serve on the Town Council. They were sworn in at
the May 14 Council meeting, and officers were selected for the coming year. Kathy Strom will
serve as Mayor, Rob Enelow as Vice Mayor, David Lublin as Secretary, Linna Barnes as
Treasurer and Al Lang as Community Liaison.
A special thanks to the Town Election Board, Costis Toregas, Chair, and Brenda Lizzio and
Hope Pinkerton, for coordinating and monitoring the Election. The Board tried a new format for
Candidate’s Night that was very well received. The Board is in the process of reviewing the
Town election procedures to see if changes should be made. They will present their report to
the Council this summer. Also, a special thanks to the League of Woman Voters for
administering the Town’s Election so competently.

Town of Chevy Chase
4301 Willow Lane
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

TOWN COUNCIL
Kathy Strom, Mayor
Robert Enelow, Vice Mayor
David Lublin, Secretary
Linna Barnes, Treasurer
Al Lang, Community Liaison
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