TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE
COUNCIL MEETING
October 14, 2020
COUNCIL WORK SESSION (5:30-6:30 p.m.)
The Town Council will hold a work session to discuss the regulation of accessory
dwelling units in Town.
I.

II.

GENERAL BUSINESS (7:00-7:15 p.m.)
A. Call to Order
B. Approval of Meeting Minutes
C. Acceptance of September 2020 Financial Report
D. Town Manager’s Report
E. Public Comments
COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS (7:15-9:00 p.m.)
A. Accessory Dwelling Unit Regulations
B. Gas-Powered Blower Regulations
C. Zimmerman Park Redevelopment
D. Subdivision Staging Policy
E. Thrive Montgomery 2050
F. Purple Line
G. Community-Building Activities

III.

OTHER BUSINESS (9:00-9:15 p.m.)

IV.

ADJOURNMENT (9:15 p.m.)

How to Join the Council Meeting via Zoom®
Join Online:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3016547144
Join by Phone:
301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 301 654 7144

MEMORANDUM
TO:
FR:
RE:
DATE:

I-D

Town Council
Todd Hoffman, Town Manager
Town Manager’s Report
October 14, 2020

This report highlights some of the initiatives undertaken by Town staff over the past month. In
the interest of brevity, I have not included ongoing staff functions. Please let me know if you
have any questions or need additional information.
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continued management and oversight of:
o Town-wide traffic study.
o Zimmerman Park redevelopment project.
o Sustainable Garden improvements and maintenance.
o Washington Gas main replacement work and related road repairs.
Organized and attended Council work sessions.
Assisted the Climate and Environment Committee with drafting documents related to
regulating/banning gas-powered blowers.
Assisted the Subcommittee on Regional Growth and Development with organizing a
meeting of Chevy Chase municipalities to discuss Thrive Montgomery 2050.
Submitted Town comments and testimony on County Subdivision Staging Policy.
Met with Public Services Committee to discuss traffic study.
Began application process for State Aid for Police Protection grant for FY22.
Continued work to secure Program Open Space funding for Zimmerman Park
improvements.
Communicated with municipal managers and state officials regarding conversion to LED
streetlights. Met with MEA contractor regarding cost/benefit conversion analysis.
Assisted the Long-Range Planning Committee with tracking Bethesda redevelopment
projects.
Assisted the Public Services Committee with responding to resident requests and
inquiries regarding public safety, traffic, and street lighting.
Continued enforcement of overgrown vegetation and signs in the rights-of-way.

Back to Agenda

To:
From:
Re:
Date:

Town Council
Land Use Committee
Responses to Town Council Questions Asked at March 6, 2020 ADU Work Session
September 25, 2020

II-A

On March 6th, 2020 during a work session the Land Use Committee (LUC) and the Town Council discuss LUC
recommendations for certain limited and specific Town building code changes related to Accessory Dwelling Units
(ADUs). These recommendations were made in response to changes to the county rules governing ADUs set forth in
Zoning Text Amendment 19-01 (ZTA 19-01) “Accessory Residential Uses – Accessory Apartments” and companion Bill 2219 Accessory Dwelling Units – Licensing Requirements Amendments. They went into effect on December 31, 2019. The
Town Council asked questions regarding the recommendations that, required some additional research by the LUC. The
following is an in-depth response to those questions.

Town Council Questions and LUC Responses
I.

Existing Accessory Buildings with Nonconforming Setbacks: The LUC recommended that the Town adopt a
provision which prohibits conversion of existing accessory buildings with nonconforming setbacks to detached
ADUs. At the time of the work session the LUC, with the assistance of Town staff had identified about 25
accessory buildings that appeared to be large enough to be converted to ADUs. The Town Council questioned
the need for the prohibition given the relatively small number of possible conversions. Since the work session,
the LUC has spent time looking at current construction practices regarding the size of ADUs. The LUC found that
buildings as small as 300 ft2 are being converted. A survey of the Town identified over 250 accessory buildings
300 ft2 or more in size. This is about ten times the number originally discussed and a figure that the LUC views
as a significant quantity of possible conversions. It is for that reason that the Committee continues to
recommend that the Town prohibit conversion of accessory buildings with nonconforming setbacks to detached
ADUs.

II.

New Detached Accessory Buildings used for ADUs – Minimum Rear Setback of 20% of Lot Depth: Some
members of the Town Council questioned whether it would be possible for any residents to build a new
detached ADU with a 20% rear setback. The LUC examined the Town properties and determined that it would
be possible to build a detached ADU of 300 ft2 on over 40% of the interior lots in Town using the LUC
recommended 20% rear setback as opposed to over 60% using the County’s rear setback of 12-feet. Based on
this finding the LUC continues to recommend that the minimum rear setback for a detached ADU be 20% of the
lot depth. The LUC further recommends that for houses with large front setbacks the rear setback be reduced in
the same way that rear setbacks for houses are reduce. With this approach for each foot that a house’s front
setback exceeds 30-feet the rear setback is reduced by a foot. This reduction in the 20% rear setback for ADU’s
would not be allowed to decrease the rear setback below 20-feet. With this reduction it would be possible for
additional residents to build ADUs.

III.

Town Authority – More Restrictive Building Requirements: Several Town Council members questioned why, in
general the Town would impose more restrictive ADU building requirements than those adopted by the County
Council. The County attorney, Jeff Zyontz in an April 2019 memorandum to the PHED Committee stated in the
context of ZTA 19-01 that: “Within the scope of this provision [Sec. 20-509], a municipality may have more
restrictive conditions…”. He acknowledged that local governments like the Town would quite likely seek to
establish their own rules regarding detached ADUs. The LUC saw in that statement a recognition that one size
does not fit all and the County’s rules regarding ADUs might not adequately address the needs of down County
municipalities with an unusual mix of large and small lots. That view is consistent with several other down

County municipalities, Glen Echo, Martin’s Addition and Chevy Chase View. All three have added to their code
rules governing setbacks for detached ADUs. All three have also prohibited the conversion of nonconforming
accessory buildings to detached ADUs.

Other LUC Recommendations
The Town Council seem to be supportive of the following LUC recommendations.
I.

Detached ADUs Meet the Town’s Side Setback Requirements for a House: The recommendation for side
setbacks is consistent with the Town’s long-held setback goals – to maintain enough space between buildings to
ensure safety from spread of fire from one property to the next, ensure safe passage of emergency responders
and equipment between buildings, ensure privacy for residents, minimize stormwater run-off to neighboring
properties, ensure adequate air and light between properties, and preserve Town character.

II.

Modify Chapter 4 Buildings, Section 4-1 Definitions: The LUC recommended changing the definition of “Main
building” to clarify its function as the principal dwelling unit. Add definitions for “Accessory dwelling unit”,
“Detached accessory dwelling unit” and “Dwelling unit”. Modify the definition of “Gross floor area” (GFA) to
include all the floor area of an accessory structure if it is to be used as a dwelling unit. Currently the first 240 ft2
of an accessory structure are excluded from the GFA.

III.

Additional Side and Rear Setbacks for Detached ADUs: The LUC recommended requiring increased side and
rear setbacks for detached ADUs with wall lengths greater than 24 ft and heights greater than 12 ft (flat roof) or
15 ft (other roof types), but only to the extent needed to ensure that the side and rear setbacks for detached
ADUs not be less than those required by the Town for other accessory buildings and not less than those required
by the County for detached ADUs.

IV.

Require Property Owners to Obtain a Permit for Conversion of an Existing accessory building or Construction
of a New detached ADU: The LUC recommended that the rules regarding a Town building permit be modified
to include the requirement for a building permit when a resident is converting an accessory building to an ADU
or constructing a new accessory building for use as an ADU.

V.

Adopt the County Regulation for Exterior Lighting: The LUC recommended that the Town adopt the County’s
exterior lighting regulation. The Town has adopted Chapter 26 of the County regulations so explicitly adopting
this provision would make it possible for the Town to enforce the regulation.

VI.

Publicize the ADU Regulation: The LUC recommended that the Town publicize the County and Town ADU
regulations and encourage residents who have unlicensed apartments to apply for a County license.

VII.

Tracking ADUs in Town: The County maintains a database listing licensed ADUs. The LUC recommends that the
Town use this list to maintain a list of licensed ADUs in the Town. This will enable the Town to monitor ADU
impacts on the Town.
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Town Council Questions and Detailed LUC Responses
The data for the study of existing accessory buildings and the study of the 20% rear setbacks were derived from
Montgomery County’s MCATLAS tool. The MCATLAS data was spot checked against site plans given to the LUC by Town
staff over the last several years. Variances of between 0% and 10% were observed when the site plans and the
MCATLAS data were compared. Based on those variances it seems reasonable to say that the data that follows is
generally accurate but is not exact.

I.

Existing Accessory Buildings – Nonconforming Setbacks
The LUC found that today there are about 440 accessory buildings in the Town which means that more than 40% of
the homes, both interior lots and corner lots have some form of accessory building. Over 250 of those buildings are
300 ft2 or more in size, see Figure 1. This is almost ten times the number originally discussed and a figure that the
LUC views as a significant quantity of possible conversions. It is for that reason that the Committee continues to
recommend that the Town prohibit conversion of accessory buildings with nonconforming setbacks to detached
ADUs.

Figure 1 - Existing Accessory Building Distribution by Size Range

The overwhelming majority of the existing accessory buildings in the Town are located less than five feet from the
side and/or rear property lines. They do not conform to the County’s current setback requirements for a detached
ADU in a new structure (established under ZTA 19-01) 1 or to the LUC’s proposed setbacks.

ZTA 19-01 states the following: “A Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit built after May 30, 2012 must have the same minimum side
setbacks as the principal dwelling and a minimum rear setback of 12 feet.”
1
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Those residents living on properties adjacent to one of these nonconforming structures would find their privacy and
the enjoyment of their yards seriously diminished when the structure is converted to an ADU. Currently, most
existing accessory buildings are used for car parking or storage and therefore accessed infrequently. Converting
such an accessory building to an ADU, a 24/7 dwelling unit possibly occupied by multiple people, changes its use
status from relatively passive/infrequent to active. The ADU residents and their visitors would be going in and out of
the buildings and use the adjacent yard on a regular basis. The ADUs and their inhabitants would generate light and
noise (e.g., from radios, kitchen exhaust fans, heating, and air conditioning units), not present with existing
accessory buildings. If located close to property lines the light and noise would be far more intrusive. For an
adjacent property owner this would be a radical change and a serious impediment to the enjoyment of their
property.
The LUC recommends that the Town adopt a provision which prohibits conversion of an existing accessory building
into a detached ADU if its side and rear setbacks are less than the side and rear setbacks the Town requires for new
detached ADUs. It makes this recommendation in the interest of protecting the rights of all residents of the Town.
The LUC’s recommendation also is consistent with the Town’s long-held policy to maintain enough space between
dwelling units to ensure safety from spread of fire from one property to the next, ensure safe passage of emergency
responders and equipment between buildings, ensure privacy for residents, minimize stormwater run-off to
neighboring properties ensure adequate air and light between properties, and preserve Town character.
The LUC’s recommendation also is consistent with the position the Town took throughout the ZTA 19-01 adoption
process. The Town consistently opposed allowing older accessory buildings located close to property lines to
become detached ADUs regardless of setbacks. Other nearby municipalities also opposed allowing detached ADUs
in existing accessory buildings regardless of setbacks and three of these (Chevy Chase View, Glen Echo and Martin’s
Addition) have adopted regulations that prohibit converting an existing accessory building into a detached ADU if it
does not meet their setback requirements for a new detached ADU. All three of these municipalities also have
adopted regulations for detached ADUs requiring more restrictive setbacks than those adopted by the County. Like
the Town, these municipalities have a diversity of lot sizes many of which are smaller than is typical for the R60
zone.

II.

New Detached Accessory Buildings used as ADUs – Minimum Rear Setback of 20% of Lot Depth
The LUC felt that it was important that the setbacks for ADUs conform to the Town’s long-held goals of maintaining
enough space between buildings to ensure safety and privacy. Specifically, adequate setbacks would limit the
spread of fire from one property to the next, ensure safe passage of emergency responders and equipment between
buildings, ensure privacy for residents, minimize stormwater run-off to neighboring properties, ensure adequate air
and light between properties, and preserve the town character.
LUC recommends that the minimum rear setback for a detached ADU be 20% of the lot depth, with a reduction of
the setback if the house is set back from the front lot line more than is typical (with a minimum allowed rear setback
of 20 feet). LUC also recommends this requirement apply to ADUs in both new and existing accessory buildings.
This recommendation is a modification of the LUC’s initial position that detached ADUs should comply with all
setback requirements for new houses mandated by the Town. For lots with a depth of 123 feet or more, the Town
currently requires a house to have a rear setback of 30% of the lot depth. The rear setback is reduced if the house is
set back from the front lot line more than is typical. After reviewing lot configurations, the LUC considers that a rear
setback of 20% of the lot depth should be sufficient for a detached ADU, provided its height conforms to that
required for an accessory building. Reducing the rear setback requirement from 30% to 20% allows a property
owner more flexibility in configuring and locating a detached ADU.
Some members of the Town Council during the March work session questioned whether it would be possible to
build a detached ADU on any lot with a 20% rear setback. To address this concern, the LUC studied the feasibility of
building a detached ADU on interior lots throughout the Town. Below is a review of the impact of the 20% rear
setback on the construction of detached ADUs.
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The LUC restricted its study to interior lots. Corner lots, about 15% of the Town’s houses were not included because
they have different setback rules. In addition, corner lot owner’s may choose their lot’s side yard and rear yard
complicating the determination of lot depth.
Several factors influence whether it is feasible to build a detached ADU on a lot. The LUC study incorporated the
following factors:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lot depth
Size of the ADU
Front setback of the house
Depth of the house
County’s requirement that an accessory building have a front setback of at least 60 feet
Distance between the back of the house and the ADU.

ADU Size: When discussing whether it is possible to build a detached ADU, the minimum size of an ADU must be
specified. To determine the ADU size to use in our analysis, the LUC considered current building practices and
obtained input from the Committee’s members with real estate and architectural expertise. The LUC found that
ADUs as small as 300 ft2 are being built in other communities. Therefore, for this analysis, we used 300 sf as the
minimum ADU size. In addition, 14-feet was considered the minimum dimension (width or depth) of an ADU. This
was taken from a review of ADU model drawings available on-line.
County’s required front setback for an ADU: In most cases the combination of the house’s front setback and the
depth of the dwelling exceed 60-feet. Thus, building a detached ADU in the “back yard” is generally sufficient to
meet the County minimum setback. There were a few houses in Town where the County minimum exceeded the
combined depth of the house’s front setback and the dwelling’s depth in which case the ADU front setback was set
to the 60-foot minimum.
Distance between rear of house and ADU: In determining if it was possible to build a detached ADU on a lot, the
space between the house and the detached ADU was also considered. For this study, a minimum distance between
the house and the detached ADU was set to 10-feet. This distance was chosen because today the smallest
grandfathered side setback for houses in town is 5-feet so two houses with 5-foot setbacks are a minimum of 10feet apart. Again, in the interest of preserving sufficient space for light and for safety, the 10-foot minimum seemed
a reasonable choice for separation between a house and a detached ADU.
Other factors: Some County and Town building limitations that could impact construction of an ADU were viewed as
outside the scope of this study. This study did not consider if the addition of an ADU would cause the lot to exceed
the County’s lot coverage limitation or the Town’s FAR. Further, it did not try to determine if the ADU’s footprint
was more than 50% of the principal dwelling’s footprint or if the ADU was more than 10% of the lot area. The study
also did not consider ADUs with dimensions greater than 24-feet on one or both sides which would trigger additional
rear and side setbacks under both County and Town rules. And this study did not adjust available rear depth for
houses with deep front setbacks (one of the LUC’s recommendations) so may underestimate feasible ADUs. The
study also did not consider the topography of the lot. If the lot was particularly steep or had a stream that would
make construction difficult those factors were ignored. Generally, any negative impact that the topography would
have on the construction of a detached ADU would generally be the same regardless of rear setback.

Study Results

The study showed that there were several factors that strongly influence whether it is possible to build a detached
ADU on a lot. Lot depth was by far the most influential of those factors.
Lot Depth: About 15% to 20% of the interior lots have depths of less than 100-feet (Figure 2). Deeper lots, 160-feet,
or greater number about 10% to 15%. The bulk of the lots in Town (about 55% to 60%) have lot depths between
100-feet and 139-feet.
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Figure 2 - Distribution of Interior Lots by Lot Depth

The study found a correlation between lot depth and the space needed to build an ADU for both the County’s 12foot rear setback and the LUC recommended 20% rear setback. Figure 3 shows the following:
•
•
•

For shallow lots (less than 100-feet), it would be difficult to build a detached ADU on any of these lots when
applying either the 20% rear setback or the County’s 12-foot setback.
For deep lots (140-feet or more in depth), a 300 ft2 detached ADU could be built on almost all the lots
regardless of the setback requirement
For the remaining lots (from 100-feet to 139-feet), fewer ADUs could be built under the recommended 20%
rear setback than under the County’s 12-foot setback.
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Figure 3- ADUs Buildable with 20% & 12' Rear Setbacks, Interior Lots Only

Lot Size & Buildable ADUs: Within the range of 100-feet to 139-feet it is possible to build over 165 ADUs if the rear
setback is set at 20%. This is less than the number possible with the County’s 12-foot setback. The LUC study found
that, generally, when the detached ADU’s front setback (the combined depth of the house’s front setback plus the
depth of the dwelling plus the 10-foot distance between the house and ADU) is less than 70% of the total lot depth
there is sufficient “back yard” to build a detached ADU with a 20% rear setback. When the ADU’s front setback
exceeds 70% it is generally not possible to build a detached ADU with a 20% rear setback. This is demonstrated in
drawings Dwelling A (Figure 4) and Dwelling B (Figure 5) below.
•

•

In the case of Dwelling A, the total lot depth is 118 feet. The combination of the house’s front setback (31
feet) plus the depth of the house (35 feet) plus the minimum safe distance between the house and the detach
ADU (10 feet), totals to 76-feet or about 64% of the 118-foot lot depth. With a 20% rear setback of 23.6 feet,
there would be sufficient buildable area for a detached ADU about 18.4-feet deep by 49-feet wide or about
900 square feet within which to build. With the County’s 12-foot rear setback, there would be a buildable
area for a detached ADU about 30-feet deep by 49-feet wide, about 1,470 square feet in which to build. If an
ADU measuring 18-feet by 24-feet was built, it would have a footprint of over 400 ft2. This would exceed the
minimum ADU size of 300 ft2.
In the case of Dwelling B, the lot depth is also 118-feet. The combination of the house’s front setback (28feet), plus the depth of the house (48-feet) which is larger than Dwelling A, plus the minimum safe distance
between the house and the ADU (10-feet) is 86-feet or about 73% of the lot depth. With a 20% rear setback of
23.6-feet, the remaining buildable depth is about 8.5-feet; by 49 feet. The 8.5-foot depth is likely insufficient
depth for a detached ADU. In addition, an ADU measuring 8-feet by 24-feet would have a footprint of just
over 200 ft2. This would be less than the minimum of 300 ft2. Under the County’s 12-foot rear setback, the
buildable area would be about 20 feet by 49 feet, which would allow an ADU to be built.
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Figure 4 - Dwelling A
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Figure 5 - Dwelling B

Increasing Minimum ADU Size: As the minimum size of an ADU increases the number of lots where an accessory
structure can be built becomes smaller. The LUC has recommended that side and rear setbacks for detached ADUs
with wall lengths greater than 24-feet be increased, but only to the extent needed to ensure that those setbacks are
not less than those required by the Town and County. Thus, as the study attempted to fit larger ADU’s (with wall
lengths over 24-feet) the building envelope generally didn’t need to be reduced in the case of the 20% rear setback;
the larger ADU could be built by increasing its width. In the case of the 12-foot rear setback any increase in the
width beyond 24-feet required a reduction of the building envelope depth. Thus, as the minimum ADU size
increases, the difference in the number of ADUs that can be built under the 20% rear setback and the County’s 12foot setback shrinks, see Figure 6.

Minimum ADU Size
300 ft2
400 ft2
500 ft2

ADUs Buildable with
20% Setback
396
396
371

ADUs Buildable with
12' Setback
563
518
455

Figure 6 – Number of ADUs with Varying Minimum Size
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Conclusions: The LUC examined the Town properties and determined that it would be possible to build a detached
ADU of 300 ft2 on nearly 400 of the interior lots in Town using the LUC recommended 20% rear setback. While this
number is not exact, even assuming a 10% to 15% error it would still be possible to build over 300 ADUs. Generally,
smaller lots and lots with houses with large footprints are unable to build a detached ADU under the LUC’s
recommended 20% rear setback. Based on this finding the LUC continues to recommend that the minimum rear
setback for a detached ADU be 20% of the lot depth. The LUC further recommends that for houses with large front
setbacks, the rear setback be reduced in the same way that rear setbacks for houses are reduced. With this
approach for each foot that a house’s front setback exceeds 30-feet the rear setback is reduced by a foot (while
maintaining a minimum rear setback of 20 feet). This reduction would allow additional ADUs to be built.

III.

Town Authority – More Restrictive Building Requirements
Maryland land use code Section 20-509 grants the Town the authority to impose additional or stricter building
requirements than required by the State, region, or county. This authority initially allowed the Town to control the
location of structures, including setback requirements. In 2006 this authority was expanded by the State in response
to the Town’s request. Several Town residents working closely with our local representatives sought additional
authority to regulate the “dimensions” of structures, including height, bulk, massing. It was because of the Town’s
leadership that the State granted this additional authority. Section 20-509 explicitly states that building
requirements be imposed to protect public health, safety, and welfare in addition to preserving, improving, or
protecting lands and water. Today, not only the Town but several other down county municipalities have
established their own setbacks to regulate the location of houses and accessory buildings.
The County attorney, Jeff Zyontz in an April 2019 memorandum to the PHED Committee stated in the context of ZTA
19-01 (Zoning Text Amendment regulating ADUs) “Within the scope of this provision [Sec. 20-509], a municipality
may have more restrictive conditions…”. He acknowledged that local governments like the Town would quite likely
seek to establish their own rules regarding detached ADUs. And in fact, several municipalities, Glen Echo, Martin’s
Addition and Chevy Chase View have added to their code rules governing setbacks for detached ADUs. All three
have also prohibited the conversion of nonconforming accessory buildings to detached ADUs.
While the Town has the authority to implement its own building setback requirements, does it make sense in the
case of ADU’s to exercise that authority? The Town is an unusual mix of large and small lots ranging in size from as
little as 4,000 square feet to over 20,000 square feet. It was this diversity that in part persuaded the State to pass
the original version of Section 20-509 and its subsequent expansion. In the Town, this diversity was the impetus for
implementing percentage-based setbacks where the setbacks are proportional to the lot depth and width. The
County takes a similar approach but on a less granular basis. They have different setbacks for R-60, R-90 and R-200
zoned lots. As the lot becomes bigger the setbacks increase. Consistent with the existing approach of percentagebased setbacks, the LUC has proposed that setbacks for detached ADUs also be proportional to the lot size rather
than a fixed number. It should be noted that the proportional approach has had broad resident support. Thus, the
LUC recommends that the Town implement its own setback requirements for detached ADUs.
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Summary of Current County Rules as of December 31, 2019 for ADUs in the Town and a Few Town
Rules that Apply
Rules for attached & detached
ADUs
Only 1 ADU per lot
ADU must be licensed by the
County.
A property with a licensed ADU
cannot also have a short-term
rental license

Property owner must live in
house or ADU

No off-street parking spaces are
required for the ADU

Only 2 adults may live in an
ADU; the number of children
allowed is regulated by county
housing rules.

Additional rules for
attached ADUs
ADU entrance must be
located on side or rear of
house
Size: Limited to 1,200 sq.
ft., unless located in a
basement that is larger.

Additional rules for detached ADUs
Must be in rear yard
Size: Limited to the smaller of:
• 50% of the house footprint
• 10% of the lot area
• 1,200 sq. ft.
• House + ADU must comply with
county lot coverage limits
• House + ADU must comply with
Town FAR rules
No setbacks for ADU in accessory
building built before May 31, 2012
provided:
• No dimension of building is
enlarged
• No windows added on
nonconforming side.
Setbacks for ADU in accessory
building built after May 30, 2012:
• Side: At least as great as
required for house
• Rear: At least 12 feet
• Additional setback required if
wall length greater than 24 feet
or height greater than 15 feet.
Town limits height of an accessory
building to 15 feet.

1. Of the 250+ existing accessory buildings in Town that are over 300 square feet, do we know if
any of them have conforming setbacks?
Nearly all of the existing accessory structures are too close to the side property lines and many
are too close to the rear property line as well. It is unusual for existing accessory buildings to
have setbacks that conform to current ADU requirements. In the early days of the Town’s
development accessory structures could be very close to the property lines, often within a
foot. And there are a number of examples of double garages that are centered on the property
line. Accessory buildings built in the recent past have the Town required side and rear 5-foot
setback. There would have been no incentive to make the setbacks any larger. Thus, even the
newer structures would not conform to the county's setback rules for new ADUs or to the
Town's proposed setbacks.
That said, I believe there are a few examples of accessory buildings that have conforming
setbacks.
•
•

7205 Meadow has a 27,000 ft2 corner lot. It has an accessory building that appears to
be in the middle of the yard.
4307 Bradley Lane has a 25,000 ft2 lot. The side setback for the accessory building is
conforming and the rear setback is either conforming or close to conforming.

I’ll talk with Dave Walton and see if he can think of other examples.
2. Can we see copies of the new ADU regulations in Glen Echo, Martin’s Additions, and Chevy
Chase View?
Attached are the recently approved ADU ordinances for Glen Echo, Martin’s Additions and
Chevy Chase View.
3. Are many of our lot sizes smaller than is typical for the R60 zone?
Attached is a PDF of Montgomery County’s R-60 Zoning Standard. There are two relevant
dimensions. The minimum lot area for R-60 is 6,000 ft2. The minimum lot width for R-60 is 60feet. There are approximately 150 lots in Town less than 6,000 ft2. There are approximately 250
lots in Town less than 60-feet in width. These two data sets overlap in some cases, but not
all. For instance, my lot is 49-feet wide and 132-feet deep. The lot area is more than 6,000 ft2,
but the lot width is less than 60-feet. Conservatively, there are more than 250 lots (~25%) in the
Town that do not meet one or more of the minimum R-60 lot dimensions. And remember, that
the 6,000 ft2 and 60-feet width are the minimums. Lot areas in many R-60 neighborhoods are
larger.

Images

R-60
The R-60 Zone typically results in residential
subdivisions with a fairly dense housing pattern
usually near commercial centers and outside
CBDs.

Min. 20’

Sum of
Sideyards
18’

Requirements
Minimum net lot area

Minimum lot width:
At front of building 1
At street
Minimum setback from street
(interior lot) 2

R-60 Zone: Standard Method of Development
Required Lot Size, Setback, and Coverage

6,000 sf
.1377 ac

Main Building

Min. 8’

60 ft
25 ft
25 ft

Sideyard setbacks (main building):
Minimum sideyard
8 ft
Sum of 2 sideyards
18 ft
Minimum rearyard
20 ft
3
Maximum building height
(main bldg: mean-30 ft to
30-35 ft
highest pt., 35 ft)
Maximum building coverage
35%

Min. 60’
Min. 25’

R-60 Typical Build-Out Plan Pattern and Form
Min. 25’
at Street

Front Street

Min. Lot Size 6,000 sf yields max 7.26 units/acre

Parking
2 off-street parking spaces/dwelling unit

Max. Building Coverage 35%

yields

2,100 sf/fl (for min. lot)

Max. Building Height 30 ft

yields

2.5 floors

Notes

Side Section of Structure (Main Building)

1

Height max. 35 ft. to highest roof point or,
Height Max. 30 ft measured to mid-pt. of gable,
hip, mansard, or gambrel roof

May be reduced if located in an historic district
in accordance with 59-A-5.33
2
Subject to an established building line in
accordance with Section 59-A-5.33
3
Building height may be increased to 3 floors or
40 ft by the Planning Board
•

Max. 30’

Refer to complete regulations in the
Montgomery County Zoning Code

Existing development in the R-60 zone

Max. Bldg. Height and Floors

Max. 35’

Town of Chevy Chase
Accessory Dwelling Units Ordinance
Ordinance No.:
Introduced: March 12, 2020
Adopted:
Effective Date:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 4 OF THE TOWN OF
CHEVY CHASE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ADD BUILDING
REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO DETACHED ACCESSORY
DWELLING UNITS AND TO AMEND CHAPTER 17 TO ADD A
REQUIREMENT CONCERNING EXTERIOR LIGHTING.
WHEREAS, Maryland Code, Local Government Article, Section 5-202, as amended,
authorizes the legislative body of each municipal corporation in the State of Maryland to pass
ordinances that such legislative body deems necessary to assure the good government of the
municipality, to protect and preserve the municipality’s rights, property and privileges, to preserve
peace and good order, to secure persons and property from danger and destruction, and to protect
the health, comfort, and convenience of the citizens of the municipality;
WHEREAS, Maryland Code, Local Government Article, Section 5-211, as amended,
authorizes the legislative body of each municipal corporation in the State of Maryland to make
reasonable regulations concerning buildings to be erected within the limits of the municipality,
including a building code and the requirement for building permits;
WHEREAS, Maryland Code, Land Use Article, Section 20-509 grants to the legislative
body of incorporated municipalities in the Maryland-Washington Regional District general power
to adopt building regulations for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare; the
preservation, improvement, and protection of lands, water, and improvements in the municipal
corporation; and to regulate the construction, repair, or remodeling of buildings on land zoned for
single-family residential uses at it relates to fences, walls, hedges, and similar barriers; signs;
residential parking; residential storage; the location of structures, including setback requirements;
the dimensions of structures, including height, bulk, massing, and design; and lot coverage,
including impervious surfaces;
WHEREAS, Section 301 of the Town of Chevy Chase Charter authorizes the Town
Council to pass ordinances as it may deem necessary for the good government of the Town; for
the protection and preservation of the Town’s property, rights and privileges; for the preservation
of peace and good order; for securing persons and property from violence, danger and destruction;
and for the protection and promotion of the health, safety, comfort, convenience, welfare, and
happiness of the resident(s) of the Town; and for such other police and health matters as it may
deem necessary;
WHEREAS, after proper notice to the public, the Town Council introduced the following
Ordinance in an open meeting conducted on the __ day of ______________, 2020;
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WHEREAS, to comply with Maryland Code, Land Use Article, Section 20-509, on the __
day of ______________, 2020, a copy of following Ordinance was submitted to the Montgomery
County Council for its comments;
WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Council provided no comments;
WHEREAS, after proper notice to the public, and after at least thirty days from the date a
copy of the following Ordinance was transmitted to the Montgomery County Council, the Town
Council considered the following Ordinance in public session assembled on the __ day of
______________, 2020;
WHEREAS, the Montgomery County Council, by Zoning Text Amendment 19-01,
effective December 31, 2019, authorized the establishment and construction of detached accessory
dwelling units in single-family zones;
WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the Town building regulations do not currently
separately address detached accessory dwelling units and should therefore be amended;
WHEREAS, the purposes of the Town building regulations include maintaining privacy
and space between properties, ensuring adequate light, air, and safe passageways between
buildings; encouraging appropriately-sized construction in keeping with lot sizes and the character
of the Town; minimizing the flow of stormwater from lots by encouraging the maintenance of open
spaces and the reduction of impervious surfaces; and the preservation and perpetuation of
neighborhood character;
WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the allowance of detached accessory dwelling
units would be detrimental to the purposes of the Town building regulations, unless sufficient
measures are implemented to mitigate the impacts;
WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the ordinance as hereinafter set forth is necessary
for the good government of the Town; for the protection and preservation of the Town’s property,
rights and privileges; for the preservation of peace and good order; for securing persons and
property from violence, danger and destruction; and for the protection and promotion of the health,
safety, comfort, convenience, welfare, and happiness of the residents of the Town.
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ORDERED, this __ day of ______________,
2020, by virtue of the authority given to it by the Maryland Code and the Town of Chevy Chase
Charter, the Town Council of the Town of Chevy Chase does hereby adopt the following
ordinance.
SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED AND ORDERED, by the Town Council of the Town of
Chevy Chase, acting under and by virtue of the aforementioned authority, that the Town Code is
hereby amended to read as follows:
*

*
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*

Sec. 4-1. - Definitions.
(a) In this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated.
(b) Terms defined.
*

*

*

Accessory dwelling unit: A second dwelling unit that is subordinate to the principal
dwelling unit and is located within a main building or an accessory building.
Detached accessory dwelling unit: An accessory dwelling unit that is located in a detached
accessory building or part thereof.
Dwelling unit: A building or portion of a building providing complete living facilities for
not more than one household, including, at a minimum, facilities for cooking, sanitation, and
sleeping.
*
*
*
Gross floor area: The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several stories (whether or
not a floor has actually been laid) of all buildings on the lot with structural headroom or clear
ceiling height of six (6) feet, six (6) inches or more. Gross horizontal areas are measured from
the exterior faces of exterior walls. Areas with clear ceiling height (measured from floor to
ceiling) greater than fourteen (14) feet shall count twice.
(a) The term "gross floor area" includes:
(1) Stairwells at each story;
(2) Floor space used for mechanical equipment;
(3) New attic space;
(4) Screened or otherwise enclosed porches; and
(5) The area of any accessory structure greater than two hundred forty (240) square
feet.
(b) "Gross floor area" does not include:
(1) The first two hundred forty (240) square feet of one (1) accessory structure, per lot,
provided that accessory structure does not contain or comprise a detached
accessory dwelling unit;
(2) Unenclosed porches;
(3) Basements;
(4) Cellars; and
(5) Attic space existing as of May 17, 2008, to the extent that the three-dimensional
boundaries of the attic have not been expanded. If the three-dimensional boundaries of the attic
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are expanded, the expanded area shall be included in "gross floor area". The roof over the attic
space may be repaired or replaced. However, if the attic is demolished, the replacement attic
space shall be considered new attic space not in existence as of May 17, 2008.
*
*
*
Main building: A building in which the principal dwelling unit is located shall be deemed
to be the main building unless the lot is lawfully used exclusively for nonresidential purposes.
A building in which the principal use of the lot is conducted. The residence shall be deemed to
be the main building unless the lot is lawfully used exclusively for nonresidential purposes.
*

*

*

Sec. 4-2. - Building permit, in general.
(a) Unless a permit has been issued by the town manager, it shall be unlawful for any
person to:
(1) Erect any building;
(2) Make any material structural alterations or additions to a building;
(3) Demolish any building (in whole or in part);
(4) Erect any fence, guardrail, handrail, wall, berm, or front-yard hedge, provided,
however, a handrail may be erected along a walkway, steps, or outside stairway on
private property without a permit;
(5) Install any pool, outdoor therapeutic bath, or tennis court;
(6) Disrupt any town right-of-way, including, but not limited to, streets, sidewalks,
curbs, gutters and grassy areas;
(7) Place any dumpster or portable storage unit on public or private property;
(8) Construct an access ramp or wheelchair lift;
(9) Install any overhead or underground wires, cables, hoses, pipes, and similar facilities
on public property devoted to private use; or
(10) Construct, expand, replace, or remove a curb entrance, driveway, or driveway
apron within a public right-of-way or on private property.; or
(11) add an accessory dwelling unit to any accessory building or modify, convert, or
renovate an accessory building, or any part thereof, into an accessory dwelling unit.
*

*

*

Sec. 4-5. - Accessory building construction; prohibitions.
(a) Interior lot. An accessory building shall:
(1) Be located in the rear yard;
(2) Not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent of the rear yard;
(3) Be set back from the front lot line a minimum of sixty (60) feet; and
(4) Conform to the following setback requirements:
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a. An accessory building, that does not contain or comprise a detached
accessory dwelling unit, less than twelve (12) feet in height when measured
from the average pre-development grade to the highest point, shall be set
back a minimum of five (5) feet from the rear lot line and the side lot lines.
b. An accessory building, that does not contain or comprise a detached
accessory dwelling unit, twelve (12) feet or greater in height when
measured from the average pre-development grade to the highest point, shall
be set back a minimum of seven and one-half (7½) feet from the rear lot line
and the side lot lines.
c.

An accessory building containing or comprising a detached accessory
dwelling unit shall be set back the minimum distance from the side lot
lines required for a new main building according to section 4-4(b), or
the minimum distance required for an accessory building having an
increased required side setback according to subsections (c) and (d) of
this section, whichever is greater.

d.

An accessory building containing or comprising a detached accessory
dwelling unit shall be set back from the rear lot line a minimum of
twenty (20) feet or twenty (20) percent of the lot depth, whichever is
greater, or the minimum distance required for an accessory building
having an increased required rear setback according to subsections (c)
and (d) of this section, whichever is greater.

(b) Corner lot. An accessory building shall:
(1) Be located in the rear yard. For purposes of this section, the rear yard is the area that
is behind both front building lines and is behind at least one of the rear building lines.
For new construction the property owner may choose which yard is the rear yard,
provided that the main building does not encroach into the rear yard setback for such
rear yard.
(2) Not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent of the rear yard;
(3) Conform to the following setback requirements:
a. An accessory building, that does not contain or comprise a detached
accessory dwelling unit, shall be set back from the side lot line a minimum
of five (5) feet, and shall be set back from the rear lot line a minimum of ten
(10) feet;
b. An accessory building containing or comprising a detached accessory
dwelling unit shall be set back from the side lot line a minimum of eight (8)
feet, or the minimum distance required for an accessory building having an
increased required side setback according to subsections (c) and (d) of this
section, whichever is greater; and
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c. An accessory building containing or comprising a detached accessory
dwelling unit shall be set back from the rear lot line a minimum of twenty
(20) feet or twenty (20) percent of the lot depth, whichever is greater, or the
minimum distance required for an accessory building having an increased
required rear setback according to subsections (c) and (d) of this section,
whichever is greater.

(3)Be set back from the rear lot line a minimum of ten (10) feet; and
(4) Be set back from the side lot line a minimum of five (5) feet.
(c) Increased setback based on height. For any accessory building, that does not contain or
comprise a detached accessory dwelling unit, with a height of twelve (12) feet or greater for
a flat roof or fifteen (15) feet or greater when measured to the ridge of the roof, the required
side and rear setbacks for the accessory building must be increased from the requirements in
subsections (a), and (b) and (d) of this section at a ratio of one and one-half (1½) feet of
additional setback for each foot of height in excess of twelve (12) feet for a flat roof or fifteen
(15) feet for any other type of roof. The increased setback shall apply to the entire accessory
building.
(d) Increased setback based on length. The minimum setback from a rear or side lot line for
any accessory building, that does not contain or comprise a detached accessory dwelling
unit, which has a linear dimension greater than twenty-four (24) feet along such side or rear lot
line, shall be increased from the requirements under subsections (a), (b) and (c) of this section
at a ratio of one and one-half (1½) feet for each foot that the dimension exceeds twenty-four
(24) linear feet. The increased setback shall apply to the entire accessory building.
(e) The increased setbacks required by subsections (c) and (d) of this section shall apply
cumulatively be in addition to any increased setback required by subsection (c) of this section,
so that the required setback building shall be the total of the setbacks required by subsections
(a) or (b) and (c) and (d) of this section.
*

*

*

Sec. 4-7. - Developmental nonconformities.
A developmental nonconformity may be maintained, altered and repaired, but not replaced,
provided that it may not be enlarged beyond the dimensions that existed on May 17, 2008, and
further provided that a detached accessory dwelling unit may not be constructed within a
non-conforming structure, except in accordance with this chapter. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, nonconforming porches, decks, stoops, steps, stairways, chimneys, bay and bow
windows, and similar projections may be maintained, altered, repaired, or replaced provided that
they may not be enlarged beyond the dimensions that existed on May 17, 2008, except in
accordance with this chapter. A building in which a detached accessory dwelling unit is
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constructed must meet the required setback and other requirements of this Chapter at the
time of construction of the accessory dwelling unit.
*
Sec. 17-3. Exterior Lighting of Buildings.

*

*

Exterior lighting on and appurtenant to a building shall be directed away from the
windows of any dwelling unit on an abutting or confronting lot.
*

*

*

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ORDERED, by the Town
Council of the Town of Chevy Chase, acting under and by virtue of the aforementioned authority,
that:
(1)
If any part or provision of this ordinance is declared by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be invalid, the part or provision held to be invalid shall not affect the validity of the
ordinance as a whole or any remaining part thereof; and
(2)
This ordinance shall take effect on the __ day of ______________, 2020 (30 days
after adoption).
ATTEST:

TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE

__________________________________
Wicca Davidson, Secretary

__________________________________
Barney Rush, Mayor
Town of Chevy Chase

Bold and Underline indicates new material
Strike-through indicates material deleted
* * * indicates material unchanged
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Town of Chevy Chase
Gasoline-Powered Blower Ordinance

II-B

Ordinance No.:
Introduced:
Adopted:
Effective:
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 15-40 OF THE
TOWN CODE TO LIMIT THE OPERATION OF GASOLINEPOWERED BLOWERS
WHEREAS, Section 5-202 of the Local Government Article of the Maryland Code
grants to the legislative body of every incorporated municipality in Maryland, including the
Town of Chevy Chase, general power to pass such ordinances not contrary to the Constitution of
Maryland or public general law as deemed necessary in order to assure the good government of
the municipality, to protect and preserve the municipality’s rights, property, and privileges, to
preserve peace and good order, to secure persons and property from danger and destruction, and
to protect the health, comfort, and convenience of the citizens of the municipality; and
WHEREAS, the Town Climate and Environment Committee has recommended that the
Town Council expand the quiet hours for gasoline-powered blowers and consider a phased-in
ban; and
WHEREAS, Section 301(a) of the Charter of the Town of Chevy Chase authorizes the
Town Council to pass ordinances not contrary to the Constitution and laws of the State of
Maryland or the Charter as it may deem necessary for the good government of the Town; for the
protection and preservation of the Town’s property, rights, and privileges; for the preservation of
peace and good order; for securing persons and property from violence, danger or destruction;
for the protection and promotion of the health, safety, comfort, convenience, welfare, and
happiness of the residents of the Town and for such other police or health matters as it may deem
necessary; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council introduced an ordinance on this topic in public session
assembled on the 10th day of June, 2020 and discussed the matter at open sessions held on the 8th
day of July, 2020 and the 22nd day of September, 2020; and
WHEREAS, the Town Council introduced the following ordinance on the ____ day of
________, 2020 and held a public hearing on the following ordinance in public session
assembled on the ____ day of ________, 2020; and
WHEREAS, upon consideration of the recommendation of the Climate and Environment
Committee, and the testimony and evidence presented at the public hearing, the Town Council
finds that the operation of gasoline-powered blowers should be restricted; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council finds that the following ordinance is necessary for the
good government of the Town; for the protection and preservation of the Town’s property,
rights, and privileges; for the preservation of peace and good order; for securing persons and
property from violence, danger or destruction; and for the protection and promotion of the health,
safety, comfort, convenience, welfare, and happiness of the residents of the Town.
NOW, THEREFORE, the Town Council of the Town of Chevy Chase does hereby adopt
the following ordinance:
SECTION 1. BE IT ORDAINED AND ORDERED, this ____ day of _____________,
2020, by the Town Council of the Town of Chevy Chase, acting under and by virtue of the
authority granted to it by the Maryland Code and the Town Charter, that the Town Code is
amended to read as follows:
*

*

*

Sec. 16-1 - Noise restrictions.
The following provisions shall apply in the Town of Chevy Chase in addition to the
provisions of chapter 31B of the Montgomery County Code:
(1) Construction. It shall be unlawful to engage in construction activities before 7:00
a.m. on weekdays or 9:00 a.m. on weekends and all federal holidays, and after 7:00 p.m. on
all days. As used herein, "construction activities" means temporary activities directly
associated with site preparation, assembly, erection, repair, alteration, renovation,
construction, or demolition of improvements, or other similar activities including, but not
limited to, moving heavy equipment, delivering materials, loading or unloading, operating
equipment with audible "back-up" warning devices, and allowing engines to idle.
(2) Landscaping.
a. Gasoline-powered.
1. Restrictions, effective dates.
a. Restrictions applicable through December 31, 2020. (i) It shall be
unlawful to operate a gasoline-powered leaf blower before 9:00 a.m.
and after 7:00 p.m., on all days.
b. Restrictions applicable starting January 1, 2021. It shall be
unlawful to operate a gasoline-powered blower before 9:00 a.m.
on weekdays, before 10:00 a.m. on weekends and all federal
holidays, after 6:00 p.m. on weekdays, and after 5:00 p.m. on
weekends and all federal holidays.
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b.

Restrictions applicable starting January 1, 2022. From the 1st
day of October through the 31st day of December, it shall be
unlawful to operate a gasoline-powered blower before 9:00 a.m.
on weekdays, before 10:00 a.m. on weekends and all federal
holidays, after 6:00 p.m. on weekdays, and after 5:00 p.m. on
weekends and all federal holidays. It shall be unlawful to
operate a gasoline-powered blower at any time on any other
day of the year, after the 31st day of December and before the
1st day of October 1.

c. Total ban effective January 1, 2023. It shall be unlawful to
operate a gasoline-powered blower at any time on any day after
December 31, 2022.
2. (ii) It shall be unlawful to operate other gasoline-powered landscaping equipment
before 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, before 9:00 a.m. on weekends and all federal
holidays, after 8:00 p.m. on weekdays, and after 7:00 p.m. on weekends and all
federal holidays.
b. Electric or Bbattery-powered. It shall be unlawful to operate electric or batterypowered landscaping equipment before 8:00 a.m. on weekdays, before 9:00 a.m. on
weekends and all federal holidays, and after 8:00 p.m. on all days.
c. As used herein, "landscaping equipment" means motorized equipment such as a lawn
mower, chainsaw, leaf blower, weed trimmer, or other similar equipment operated
outdoors. "Landscaping equipment" does not include motor vehicles or fixtures such
as air conditioners, heat pumps, back-up generators and similar equipment attached to
a building.
(3) Penalties. Violation of any provision of this chapter shall be a municipal
infraction. Any person or persons guilty of a municipal infraction shall be subject to a fine in
the amount specified below:
a. First violation ..... $200.00
b. Second violation ..... $400.00
c. Third violation ..... $1,000.00
d.
Any person who violates this chapter or directs or allows another to commit an
act that violates this chapter, the person's employer if the person acted in the course of his or
her employment, and any property owner who allows a violation of this chapter on his or her
property shall be guilty of a violation and shall be jointly and severally subject to the
penalties provided in subsections a. through c. If a violation occurs, there shall be a rebuttable
presumption that all owners of the property allowed the violation.
3

(4) Enforcement. An enforcement officer may issue a municipal infraction citation for
any violation of this chapter if the enforcement officer:
a. Witnesses the violations; or
b. Receives written complaints from at least two (2) witnesses, who are not residents
at the same address, of a noise disturbance. Complaints by two (2) witnesses are required to
issue a citation under this paragraph but are not required to prove that a person violated this
chapter. The complainants must be willing to testify in court, if required.
* * *

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED AND ORDERED, by the Town
Council of the Town of Chevy Chase, acting under and by virtue of the authority granted to it by
the Maryland Code and the Town Charter that, that:
(1)
To assist the public in understanding the permissible hours of operation for
landscaping equipment, the following table may be published by the Town Manager:
Construction activities

Landscaping equipment
Gas-powered leaf blower

All other gas-powered
equipment

Permissible Hours
Weekdays
Weekends and Holidays
From 7:00 am to 7:00 pm
From 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Weekdays

Weekends and Holidays

From 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

From 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Starting 1/1/21: From 9:00
am to 6:00 pm

Starting 1/1/21: From 10:00
am to 5:00 pm

Starting 1/1/22: From 9:00
am to 6:00 pm from Oct. 1
to Dec. 31; prohibited at
any time after Dec. 31 and
before Oct. 1

Starting 1/1/22: From 10:00
am to 5:00 pm from Oct. 1
to Dec. 31; prohibited at any
time after Dec. 31 and
before Oct. 1

Starting 1/1/23: Prohibited
at any time (total ban goes
into effect)

Starting 1/1/23: Prohibited
at any time (total ban goes
into effect)

Weekdays
From 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Weekends and Holidays
From 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

4

All electric or batterypowered equipment

Weekdays
From 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Weekends and Holidays
From 9:00 am to 8:00 pm

Effective ________, ___ 2020
(2)
If any part or provision of this ordinance is declared by a court of competent
jurisdiction to be invalid, the part or provision held to be invalid shall not affect the validity of
the ordinance as a whole or any remaining part thereof; and
(3)
This ordinance shall take effect on the __ day of ______________, 2020 (30 days
after adoption).
ATTEST:

TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE

__________________________________
Ellen Cornelius Ericson, Secretary

__________________________________
Cecily Baskir, Mayor
Town of Chevy Chase

Bold and Underline indicates new material
Strike-through indicates material deleted
* * * indicates material unchanged
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Town of Chevy Chase
4301 Willow Lane
Chevy Chase, MD 20815

301-654-7144 (phone)
301-718-9631 (fax)
townoffice@townofchevychase.org

Town Request No.

Battery-Powered Blower Subsidy Program
The undersigned, a company or individual that provides landscaping services in the Town of
Chevy Chase, wishes to participate in the Battery-Powered Blower Subsidy Program. By
participating, I understand and agree to the following:
•

Program participants must be a company or individual that provides landscaping services
to at least one client in the Town of Chevy Chase.

•

The Program will reimburse a landscaping company or individual up to a maximum of
$500 for the purchase of a battery-powered leaf blower or blowers.

•

This is a one-time subsidy that is available for the purchase of a battery-powered leaf
blower or blowers on or after January 1, 2021.

•

The undersigned agrees to use the equipment purchased through this program when
performing landscaping services on clients’ properties within the Town of Chevy Chase.

•

The undersigned is responsible for submitting to the Town this completed application,
proof of an active Town client, and proof of payment for a battery-powered leaf blower
or blowers dated on or after January 1, 2021.

•

The Town reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to approve or deny any request for a
subsidy. This program is subject to termination by the Town without further notice.
Subsidy payments are offered on a limited basis, subject to a not-to-exceed program limit
of $25,000. Requests submitted will be processed in the order received.

•

The Town may require additional information or documentation as deemed necessary to
adequately assess an application for a subsidy.

AGREEMENT AND RELEASE
The undersigned hereby understands and agrees to all terms and conditions of the Town’s
Battery-Powered Blower Subsidy Program. The undersigned understands that, pursuant to the
Program, the Town will reimburse a resident up to a maximum of $500 for the purchase of a
battery-powered leaf blower or blowers. This is a one-time subsidy that is available for the
purchase of a battery-powered leaf blower or blowers on or after January 1, 2021.
If approved, the undersigned acknowledges that reimbursement may take up to eight (8) weeks
from the date an invoice is submitted to the Town.
In consideration for making the Battery-Powered Blower Program available and providing
financial assistance thereunder, the undersigned hereby certifies and agrees that you (a) have
read this document in its entirety, and (b) understand and agree that the Town will not be
responsible for the performance, maintenance or repair of any equipment purchased through this
program or for any work performed by a contract or individual with equipment purchased
through this program, (c) agree to abide by all of the terms and agreements of the Program, and
(d) hereby release, indemnify and hold harmless the Town and all of its officers, employees,
contractors, and agents from all suits, actions, damages, and costs which may result from the
purchase and use of equipment under this program.

I HAVE READ THIS DOCUMENT IN ITS ENTIRETY AND UNDERSTAND AND AGREE
TO ITS TERMS:
__________________________________
Company Name

________________________________
Signature

__________________________________
Email Address

________________________________
Date

__________________________________
Address

________________________________
Telephone

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Approved
Denied
Amount reimbursed: $___________________

______________________________________
Town Manager Signature

________________________
Date
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